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2022 was the higgest year in our club’s short history. | think it
might have also been the hest.

This year was the year where things started to really come together for the Ducks. We've always
been keen on increasing our community to include more fun-loving people, and in 2022 we made
it happen. My fondest memory of the year [and possibly throughout my entire time as President
of this wonderful club) was the awards day. | was a little late, and when | arrived at the club there
was music, laughter and baseball, with kids running around and everyone enjoying the sun. | got
chills down my spine. That moment was what we've all worked so hard for.

It wasn't all easy though - and it took a tough initiation to get there. We grew to a second team in
2022, advertised for a bunch of newhies, and just before the season started we got bumped up
to the B Grade. Needless to say we suffered a number of one-sided losses.

Looking back, this is where the new Duck community was founded. In keeping a smile on our
faces and relying on each other for support, we got through. The enjoyment in the face of heavy
defeats showed what we really care about. Four weeks into the season we weren’t sure whether
to pull the second team out of the league. By the end of the season we nearly had too many
players. Players like Dobbig, Balls, Emily and Shane showed great leadership and promoted a
culture of fun, and we welcomed the Beverley brood into the fold.

On top of thanking the committee and everyone who has volunteered their time, I'd like to thank
Gareth Verberne for handling our annual financial report. Also I'd specifically like to thank Balls
for taking the reins on team managing during a tough period. We'd be on the phone the morning
of the game figuring out who could play two games, who could designate pitch and more.

This is my last Annual Report as the Ducks President, as | step away to focus on my family on
weekends. It came earlier than | expected, and yet it has come at a perfect time. I'll miss being
there on game day. It was the highlight of my week to see everyone’s beaming faces, focusing
on something that is purely for the fun of it. | hope to stay connected to the club for a long
time, however for me it’s time to pass the baton to the next President, to lead the Ducks into a
Quacktastic future.

Love you all.

Ben Newton
President
Mordialloc Baseball Club

Award Winners

B2 Presidents Award:
Batting Award: Kurt Beverley & David Mackay Shane Preston
Fielding Award: David Mackay & Casey Beverley Emily Daniel
Pitching Award: James Coyne Adam Ballinger
Coaches Award: David Beckett Daniel Dobhie
Mordy Dux Team MVP: David Mackay

The Coyne Club Culture Award:
B1 Ross Beverley
Batting Award: Shane Preston
Fielding Award: Aaron Wilson & Branko Nikolic
Pitching Award: Daniel Dobbie
Coaches Award: Ross Beverley
Mordy Dux Team MVP: Daniel Dobbie



